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An Exa&t and true Relation: of the Birth and 
Life of Simon Morin, who profeſſed hinr- 
ſelf to be Telus Chriſt : for which, and o- 
ther deteftable Hereſies, together with bis 
Book entituled Penſtes du MOR IN, 
he was Condemned and Burnt at Paris in 


the end of February laft, 166>. 


N the Primitive Chrii7ians Times Africa was held 
not to be more fertile in her produttion of A701:- 
ffers, then of Hereſtes : which unhappy fruittulnefs 

if, with 4iZrologers, wemay, with any appearance of 
Truth, aſcribe tothe prevailing Influence of its ruling 
Planet ; of later years we may as juſtly ſuſpect, that 
the Heavens have looked upon Exrope alſo with as 
»align an AſpeF. For,if we conſider either thoſe Here- 
tical Opinions,that firſt ſparmed in the Low-Conntries, 
through that Toleration and Indulgence they found 
there, after they had been baniſhed and drove from 
their Native Hzves 3 or thoſe, that afterwards trars- 
planted themſelves hither amidſt our late Diſtracti- 
ons, which if they did not actually begiz, they 
unbappily fomented and continued at leaſt : we 
have very-little reaſon to account theſe Parts of 
Chriftendom leſs tainted at preſent, then that @rnarter 
of the World was of old, with that Infedion. Hereſje 
is of it ſelf 3»zprdent > and thoſe croaking Religions, 
thar like Pharoah's Frogs creep into the Ovens and 
Kneading-Tronghs at firlt for Bread only, will, if per- 
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: mitted once by the Civil Magiitrate,go up in time im- 
Mrs; to His Bed-Chamber, and, though they be * flang out 
Ls ſured with Shovels and Tongs over and over, yet with Im- 
_— ' portunity plead if not for a Settlemert, at leaſt for a 
 Toleration. Which Schiſmes like that Egyptian Plague 

the Divine Providence never ſends of coxrteſte 5 but 
inflicts rather as a prniſhment, One would admire 

how ſpecions Pretenſes the primary Brcachers and 
Founders of Novel Opizions frame at firſt, and how 
ditterent and unequal their Szper-ſtru@ure 1s at laſt 

' from their Foundation : which I ſhall not diſpute 
whether it be; becauſe thoſe, who ſ#cceed them, im- 

prove their Przzciples higher, then they were or#- 
gizally intended 3 or whether it be naturally incident 

to ſuch Spirits to pretend Liberty of Conſcience, and 
Religions Aﬀairs, when thelr chiefeſt Aim is Tnnovati- 

02 both in Church and State. It is therefore the beſt 
Prudence and Policy of a Prince, or State, to erad:- 
cate and reot-up thoſe Weeds out of the Gardens of 

their Government, while young and ferder ; or, as 

we deal vvith Wolves, vyhen got at liberty , uzkennel 

all the 1aitiffs in a Country to worry them, e're they 

come to litter, and fill the foil vvith ſo peſtilert a Ver- 

mine : and not to hazard the future Peace of their 
Kingdomes by any ſeeming Political, or at-preſent-re- 
ceſſary Toleration. This Experience through conti- 

| nued Ages hath made good, anda late Example in the 
French State under the moſt Chriſtian King confirms. 
Which Church, as She retains Her antient and priſtine 
Privileges on one ide free from the Papal Vſurpation ; 

as appears by the Jate Cexſares and Decree, of the 

Court of Parliament at Parzs there paſt on the tyven- 
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ty ſecond of Jaxwary laſt againſt thoſe Corcluſions, 
that were intended to have been aſſerted in the Sor- 
bon, in defence of ſeveral Theſes, and Poſitions, aſlert- 
ive of the Popes Authority over the Church, and 
making Him equally i»fa//ibJe with Jeſus Chriſt : 
So doth She on the other hand keep back from 7-- 
dulging any upStart Opinions, or novel Fadions in 
Religionz . which , though at firſt they may ſeem 
fooliſh and contemptible, yet having ſpread once, and 
gotten head, become oftentimes of dangerous Con- 
ſequence to a State, and not ſeldome venture to give 
Check-mate tothe Prince Himſelf. To avoid which 
Evil there (in France I mean) fince the Decree a- 
fore-mentioned againſt thoſe Poſetions of the Sor- 
bon, there palt a Sentence of * ChaStelet, con- * Inthir 
firmed by an Arrei? of Parliament, by power _ 
whereof in the end of February laſkone called $imon pas, 
Morin was burnt alive at Paris, He was bon at Au-\mO 
zrale, his Parentage but ordinary, his Education not ley rude- 
greatly Learned,his Parts quick enough, but either by wes. 
deferbeſcency or —_ brought into ſuch a ſubſervi- 
ency to a Religions and reſerved Temper,that he ſeem- . 
ed tobe ſo far Mafer of himſelſelf and his Endow- 
ments, that by that very Means he night beable to 
manage any Pradice or Deſign tor his own Repute : 
which (as it 1s thought) put him upon a Project-of 
railing a zew Se by ways ſeemingly wilde enough.; 
asif, becauſe the Txrks account their Sartons,or Fools, 
In the Catalogue of their $S4izts or Happy men, be- 
cauſe they pals this Life without care for the things 
of this World, it were the zeares#} Cut to the acqui- 
ring of a 8aniified Repree to purchaſe it by Projects 

abſolutely 
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abſotutely 24d, or purely ridicutoze, Such certainly 
his Attempt of b-aiZing and profeſſing himſelf to be 
Teſas Chriſt will ſeem at firſt : but when we conſider 
how that King's Army was then intended ; and with- 
all how commonly when Princes are uponforeiz De- 
fgnsRebcllions are fomented at hoxe, and thofe com- 
monly begin either with the Rirg-leader of a wew 
Se, or an Innovation in Religion (as it is manifeſt 
from our owz Home Hiffories both in the Time of 
King John, and other Kings) we may not improbably 
ſuſpect, that his Deſign was ratherto arriveat Caro- 
ization the way that John Clemens and Ravilliack 
had done before him. To back his Project, his Viſage 
Hair, and Beard (which, its ſaid, he wore 6bi-partite, 
or two-forked, according to the common PiFxres of 
Jeſus Chriſt) were ſuited and formed as nearas he 
could, ro the imitation of our $4avioxr ; and a negli- 
gence in Apparel ſtudiously affe&ted, and all rod 
Things ſuitable to the ſtirring up a Belief inthe minds 
of his Diſcipl»s,that he was the ſame indeed he would 
be taken for, His Life is for the greateſt part unknown 
tro us, it having been obſcure and xxſetled, while he 
travelled far and near to gain Proſelztes; of whom 
within the ſpace of twenty years a very conſiderable 
number, and too preat to be truſted by the Magi- 

firate, was intected with his Errers: which (aswe 
are informed from France) were found at his Convi- 

Fion to bemany more, and his PraTices very _ 
ous, both to the Church, and to the State; he ha- 
ving (as we faid) engaged ſo great a number of Per- 
ſons within ſo ſiall a fpace of time, that it was more 

then ſeaſonable for the Prixce to look after him in that 
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Conjunure of Affairs, and purge his Countrey of 

\ ſuch a AoxFter, that might in time produce ſuch 
deadly effeFs. He was therefore (ſeized, and commit- 
ted to the * Conciergery, where little lign of amend- , 7", 
agent or repentance appearing, but greater danger ra- can ar 
ther of the ſpreading his Errors by the concourſe of P="iv/ie 
his Diſczplesthither, he was after Tryal condemned, ang ; 
and publickly burnt; his Errors at the ſame time ſuf- 
fering the ſame Condemnation, and forbidden to be 
propagated, or publiſhed ; a Book, wrote by him, en- 
tiruled Pewſtes du MORIN, (or, The Opinions of MO- 
RIN) containing, asit ſhould ſeem, the ſubſtance of 
his Erroxeons DofFrine being burnt together with 
him : for which reaſon it is impoſſible to give you an 
exact Catalogre of his other Errors; but it may be 
ſufficient to know, that they were ſo monſtrous, that 
the Civil Magiitrate thoughtithem not fit to come to 
the knowledge of any elte,leſt they might be liable 
to the ſame 1rfeFiov. Topur a final end to ſuch an 
Impoiture, andt he farther ſpreading of his Errors, 
his Diſciples, which we have ſaid were numerous, 
were every where ;zzpriſoned, and enjoyned to recant, 
or be baniſhed, and ſent to the Gal/ies ; and among 
the others thoſe two Preis, whom he had ſeduced. 
and who (we are informed) attended him, beſides 
thoſe appointed by the XMagiitrate, to his Execution. 
This was His Beginning, Progreſs,and End 5 who might 
probably, if he had not been ftopt here, have in time * 
produced Troubles, which would not quickly have 
tound an exd + So peit;lent a Thing is Hereſije and Fr- 
ror, whenit once gets Head, for to be rebaied; and 
1s much caſilier preverted in the growth. then cat-off 

when 
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when grown-up. For, as we'had in our memotiegthe: 
ſame? Game plaid here in Ezglanvd'by James Naylor 3, 
ſo, had not the tzmely ſeverity of the then temporary 

Powers curbed him, I do not doubt, but had he con- 
tinued, and been {till on foot, he would have put in, 

as well as his Party do, for a Toleration. But (thanks 

be to God) it is not Fraxce onely, which in this late 

Example, or thoſe former ones.of.Ceſar Vaninus 

- and others at Tholoxze ; nor the State of Geneva in 

that of Servetus , burnt there 'on OfFober 27, 1553. 

for denying the Nivinit#%f our Saviour, and; other 

Errors; that can make ſhew of their oppoſing, all 
ſuch erroneous aud novel Opinions, as mjght diſturb 
the Peare of the Church, and ſerenity ot their Go- 
* vernment : But England may as juſtly boaſt of Her 
conſtant extirpation of Hereſte and Schiſzr, as of Her 
purging out Sperifition 5 and may She continue in 
that 47caz, neither inclining to the r7ght Hand nor to 
the left, but keep inviolate that Mediocrity, whereon, 
as on Hey true Baſis, Her Tztereſt is 1o certajnly-ground- 
ed and eſtabliſhed. | \O'FÞ 


—— Medio tutiſſimms ibis. 
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